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THE  LIFE  OF  THE 

apostle  PAUL. 

(  Continued  from  fia^e  63.^ 

Having  noticed,  in  the 
last  number,  some  of 
the  leading  sentiments*  Paul  em¬ 
braced,  after  his  conversion  we  are 
now  to  consider  the  part  which  he 
acted. 

When  God  is  about  to  effect  an 
important  design,  by  human  means, 
he  raises  ,  up  instruments  and  en¬ 
dows  them  with  gifts  suited  to  the 
sphere  in  which  they  arc  to  move. 
Accordingly,  as  the  Apostle  Paul 
was  to  perform  a  part  of  higher 
responsibility,  than  \vas  ever  en¬ 
trusted  to  any  other  man,  it  pleased 
Ciod  to  furnirvh  liim  with  every  ade¬ 
quate  ability.  In  this  Apostle, 
there  was  a  union  of  wdiatcver  could 
exalt  the  humaacharacter.  To  tlie 
gifts  of  nature  were  added  the  still 
richer  gifts  of  grace.  Exalted  to 
the  Apostlesh.ip  and  commissioned 
by  Christ,  he  enters  the  field  of  la¬ 
bor  with  the  tendercst  concern  for 
God’s*  glory  and  the  souls  of  men. 

As  to  the  time  of  his  commenc¬ 
ing  his  work,  therc^  is  some  disa¬ 
greement  among  the  learned.  Dr. 
Wells  and  others,  suppose  he  did 
not  preach  ('hi  istin  Damascus,  im¬ 
mediately  a:te»  his  conversion  ;  but  I 


that  he  went  first  into  Arabia,  where 
he  resided  for  some  time  ;  that  af¬ 
terwards  he  returned  and  straight¬ 
way  preached  Christ,  as  expressed 
in  Acts  9.  19.  There  are  others 
of  equal  authority,  who  tliink  differ¬ 
ently  ;  that  from  the  spot  where  he 
was  savingly  enlightened,  and  re^ 
ceived  commission  from  Christ,  he 
instantly  entered  into  the  city,  and 
preached  in  his  name.  Th.e  for¬ 
mer  opinion  is  founded  on  Gal.  1. 
17.  That  the  Apostle  went  to 
Arabia  and  afterward  returned  to 
Damascus  is  certain,  but  from  this 
circumstance,  it  w  ill  not  follow,  tliat 
he  did  not  fu  st  preach  at  Damascus. 
He  might  liavc  commenced  hii 
work  here,  then  gone  into  Arabia, 
and  afterw  ards  returned  and  preach¬ 
ed  a  second  lime  in  this  city.  This 
is  by  far  tlie  most  probable  on  the 
whole;  though  we  do  not  conceive 
It  very  material,  as  respects  our 
present  object. 

It  will  readily  be  perceived,  that 
to  be  an  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles, 
.considering  the  nature  of  the  re* 
ligiivii  to  be  propagated,  and  the 
slate  of  the  nations  at  that  time, 
must  have  been  a  peculiarly  ardu¬ 
ous  and  difficult  task.  The  cities 
and  regions  w  hich  Paul  visited,  had 
not  onlv  everv  thing  to  learn  res- 
pecting  religion,  but  they  had  much 
to  unlearn. 


After  the  Roman  Empire  had 


IJfe  oj  the  Afiotlle  Paul, 


actuated  by  tlie  purest  piiiici- 
pics. 


The  instructions  whicli  the  Apos¬ 
tle  communicated,  in  his  pleaching 
and  Fpistles,  were  not  after  men,  nor 
according;  to  the  u  isclom  of  this 
Avoild  ;  they  \vere  in  clcmonstration 
of  the  spirit  and  with  power.  Ashe 
was  tauglit  ol  (iod,  so  lie  preached; 
He  kept  hack  nothing  that  w  as  pro¬ 
fitable  lor  tlie  souls  of  men,  even 
though  he  might  incur  hereby  the 
censures  of  tlie  world.  He  ex¬ 
posed  all  the  springs  of  human 
guilt,  arraigned  the  sinner'  at  the 
bar  of  justice  lliat  he  might  see 
his  perishing  need  of  an  AlniicMity 
Ueliverer.  As  he  had  been  once 
blind  to  his  own  heart,  he  sought 
by  the  means  of  gosiicl  fiuth  to  un¬ 
deceive  a  tlioughtlcss  world  who 
were  secure  in  a  place  of  the  great¬ 
est  hazard.  He  exhibited  the  di¬ 
vine  law  and  addressed  trutli  direct¬ 
ly  to  the  conscience.  The  Apostle 
knew*  l:ow  to  aclaiit  truth  to  men  in 
every  situation.  He  pointed  t!;c 
w  ounded  in  spirit  to  a  bleeding  Sav-' 
ior,  and  l.eld  oiU  incmises  to  the 
humble  soul.  For  llic  saints  he 
manifested  the  most  aident  aflcet- 
ion,  and  his  care  of  tlie  cliurches 
Was  unremitted. 


As  the  Apostle  Paul  was  com¬ 
missioned  more  especially  to  go 
among  the  Cienliles,  his  field  of  la¬ 
bor  was  extensive.  ile  iravelleo 
through  riiost  of  the  provinces  of 
the  Koman  Fmpirc.  In  many  of 
these  lie  erected  churches,  wlacii 
lic  lei'calcdly  visited,  and  over 
which  lie  watched  witli  all  the  td*- 
(Icrness  of  a  father.  Hia  succes:! 
was  liuly  aslciiisliing.  Put  iLcugh 
a  most  highly  favored  and  hcicrcd" 
inslriinitiu  uiK^er  Cod,  he  was  liOt 
elated  with  himself.  ^Paul  was  a 
remarkable  instance  of  bumiiity. 
No  man  was  farther  IVcun  self-ccr.- 
ceit.’*  lie  was  clisTv.sed  to. decin 


To  have  a  correct  idea  of  the 
part  w  hich  Paul  acted,  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  consider,  tliat  lic  was  in 
heart  and  life  under  the  influence  of 
the  religion,  he  inculcaUed.  Cod 
had  imparted  to  him  an  uncommon 
measure  of  grace,  and  in  his  life 
and  actions,  there  was  notl.ing 
impeachable.  The  interests  of  the 
Redeemer  were  uppeimost  in  his 
heart  and  the  w  orth  of  souls  had 
b'uch  sway  over  him,  as  to  overcome 
every  sinister  consideration.  He 
had  a  sense  of  the  presence  of  that 
Saviour  flora  whom  lie  liad  recciv- 
e^d  commission,  and  by  tins  Saviour 
w^as  he  invigorated  w  ith  all  those  sup¬ 
plies  of  grace,  wdiich  i  aised  him  a- 
ik)ve  fear,  and  rendered  his  work 
delightful.  Opposition  tlic  most 
threatening  instead  of  checking  his 
zeal  for  God,  only  served  to  draw 
forth  his  more  ardent  endeavors  for 
liis  glory.  Fis  heart  was  in  Iiis 
work,  and  he  met  every  j  art  of 
it  with  in\incib)e  loitiludc. — 
'Pheic  is  no  accounting  for  the  part 
which  I^aul  rxled,  cnlv  that  iic  w  as 


subjugated  the  nations  round  about 
to  her  control,  and  a  general  peace  ! 
was  establislied,  philosophical  j 
scliools  were  erected,  which  were 
Clouded  by  young  men  in  quest  of 
science.  Fn  these  schools  the  most 
absurd  opinions  w^ere  indusliioiisly 
disseminated,  and  as  eagerly  embra¬ 
ced.  .  Though  these  systems  were 
multiform,  yet  they  were  all  op¬ 
posed  to  the  religion  of  Christ. 
With  this  vain  philosophy  had  the  j 
Apostle  to  combat.  The  pillars 
of  the  false  building  must  be  torn 
nw-ay,beforethere  could  be  room  for 
a  better  edifice  in  its  stead.  Put 
w  ith  weapons  wdiich  are  not  carnal 
but  mighty  through  God  to  the  pul¬ 
ling  down  of  strong  liokls,”  ihc 
Apostle  could  do  all  things,  and 
with  these  w^eapons  he  met  an  op¬ 
posing  world. 
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Life  of  the  jl/iostle  Paul, 


others  better  than  himself.  His  ex¬ 
ample  ^ives  the  sharpest  reproof  to 
all  enthusiasts,  and  such  as  are 
disposed  to  cu!o,:;ize  their  own  at- 
nin meats.  Once  was  he  caught 
up  to  t!ie  third  heavens.  lint  how, 
and  when  does  he  speak  of  the  e- 
vent  ?  He  m  ikes  mcntioii  of  it  with 
the  utmost  modesty,  and  from  no¬ 
thing  which  appears  did  he  ever  di¬ 
vulge  it,  till  fourteen  years  had 
elapsed.  And  even  then  the  dis¬ 
closure  was  made  necessary  by 
evil  minded  people,  who  were  en¬ 
deavoring  to  asperse  his  charac- 


acter  ;  a  character  in  comparison 
with  which  the  mighty  conquerors 
of  the  earth  are  contemptible,  a 
character  which  the  very  vilest  arc 
under  the  necessity  of  revering, 
and  \yhich  will  be  holden  in  remem¬ 
brance  to  the  honor  of  Christ  and 
his  religion,  as  long  as  the  sun  and 
the  moon  shall  endure. 


In  glancing  at  the  character  of 
the  Apostle  Paul,  which  has  been 
delineated  in  a  series  of  numbers, 
tlic  mind  can  hardly  escape  being 
forcibly  struck  with  a  nunaber  of  ve¬ 


ry  interciting  truths. 


Thom  the  tlnr;^  of  PaiiPs  con¬ 
version  to  the  period  of  his  death 
was  about  thirty -three  years.  In 
ihe  25th  ye  ir  of  his  ministry  he  was 
carried  a  prisoner  to  Rome.  Here 
he  resided  for  two  years  and  was 
discliarged  without  being  brought 
to  trial.  After  he  was  released 
from  his  bonds,  he  entered  again 
into  his  former  field  of  labor.  Con¬ 
tinuing  about  six  years  more  in 
strengthening  and  animating  the 
churches,  he  returns  again  to  Rome 
in  the  I3tli  vear  of  Nero,  when  he 
was  apprehended,  in  the  persecution 
which  raged  at  that  time.  'I’his 
cruel  and  blood  thirsty  tyrant  had 
set  fire  to  the  city,  then  charged  the 
crime  to  Christians,  for  which  he 
coniinenccd  the  bitterest  persecu- 
ifuns  against  them.  Here  was 
Paul  beheaded,  and  buried  in  Via 
O'itiewjii  about  two  miles  from 
Rome. 


The  doctrine  of  total  depravity 
is  established  beyond  all  question, 
as  nVinifested  in  the  life  of  Paul  be¬ 
fore  his  conversion.  Had  he  pos¬ 
sessed  a  spark  of  real  holiness  of 
heart,  he  never  would  have  taken 
such  r,n  active  part  against  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  Redeemer.  The  con*» 
duct  of  Paul  clearly  proved  that  he 
had  not  the  least  degree  of  right  af¬ 
fection  of  heart  towards  Ciod,  .  pre¬ 


viously  to  his  being  renev/cd.  He 


Truly  may  it  be  said,  never  did 

the  Apostle  shine  brighter,  than 

when  in  view  of  the  f  ital  hour.  He 

J^ivs,  ‘‘  I  am  ready  to  i)e  olTered.” 
•  ^ 

He  docs  not  fear  death  even  in  the 
Jnost  drca'lfui  form.  He  is  able  to 
say,  I  have  fouglit  a  goocl  light. 
I- have  finished  my  course,  I  have 
kept  the  faitii.”  Thus  wc  have  a 
concise  view  of  this  illustrious  char¬ 


was  inveterate  to  the  Christian 
name,  and  exhibited  a  temper  per¬ 
fectly  co-incident  with  the  descrip¬ 
tion  which  he  himself  afterwards 
gave  of  the  sinfulness  of  the  natural 
man.  Paul  acted  out  an  entire  wick¬ 
ed  heart.  And  in  view  of  his  state 
and  character  before  his  conversion, 
we  may  know  ourselves  to  be  by  na¬ 
ture  total  enemies  to  Ciod.  Paul 
did  not  feel  that  he  was  an  enemy 
to  his  mi.kcr  when  he  was  persecu¬ 
ting,  but  he  afterwards  felt  i:  most 
sensibly.  Being  inscnsH)lc  of  our 
opposition  to  Ciod,  is  no  *^.rgunicnt 
we  arc  destitute  of  such  opposition.' 
We  shall  never  judge  correctly  of 
ourselves,  so  long  as  wc  arc  igno- 
rant  of  the  state  of  the  heart  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  dh  ine  law.  If  we 
measure  our  characters  bv  a  human 
law,  and  ju.dge  of  merit  anil  demer¬ 
it  accordingly  as  we  conic  up  to 
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this  standard,  we  shall  greatly  err. 
Thedivnelawisthe  only  true  meas¬ 
ure  of  our  moral  character.  From 
the  life  of  Paul  wc  may  know,  that 
rea:eneration  is  absolutely  essential 
to  salva  ♦•in.  It  is  not  enough  that 
we  acknowledge  Christ  as  a  rnor- 
alist,  and  say  that  religion  is  a  good 
thing  ;  it  is  not  enough  that  ws 
liave  som^  partial  conviction,  and 
make  sorne  faint  resolutions  about 
our  future  life,  we  must  be  subjects 
of  God’s  renewing  and  special 
grace.  If  Paul,  before  he  could  be 
^  Christian,  must  experience  a 
change  of  heart,  so  must  every  man. 
It  is  true,  Paul's  conversion  was  at¬ 
tended  with  circumstances  we  are 
not  to  expect.  Christ  appeared  in 
person  miraculously  to  him.  and  ad¬ 
dressed  him  with  an  audible  voice. 
This  was  necessary,  as  Paul  was  to 
bean  Apostle  of  Christ.  But  let 
us  feel  that  a  change  of  tlie  same 
nature  is  as  needful  for  us,  as  it  was 
for  him. 

From  the  life  of  Paul  it  appears 
that  salvation  is  wholly  of  grace. 
And  this  accords  v.itli  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  Bible.  “  Who  hath 
made  thee  to  differ,  and  what  hast 
ihou,  that  theu  hast  not  received." 

In  view  of  this  character  lotus 
examine  ourselves  and  rest  in  no 
attainment,  which  shall  not  give  us 
fortitude  and  strong  consolation  in 

the  dav  of  CbrisPs  appearine-. 

.  11  ' 


It  is  the  character  of  the  evil 
speaker  under  the  mask  of  esteem, 
^nd  the  flattering  expression  of 
friendship  to  con^^ey  the  keen  in¬ 
vectives  of  slander.  A  crime  of  so 
black  a  die,  that  were  I  to  expose 
all  its  deformity,  you  would  no  lon¬ 
ger  apply  it  to  yourselves  ;  yet  it 
IS  the  Ixmd  ofuiU)n  in  almost  all 
our  assemblies,  it  finds  its  wav  even 


ri 
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cili  it  justity  aaother  evil?  Wiuit 
matter  it  to  tlie  brother  you  stab, 
whether  it  be  doac  through  indis¬ 
cretion  or  nialice  ?  Does  an  arrow 
unwillingly  dravvn  make  a  less  dan¬ 
gerous  or  slighter  wound,  than  if 
sent  on  purpose  ?  Does  all  religion 
consist  in  charity  ?  Do  you  love 
your  brother  as  you  do  yourself? 
Do  you  ever  ridicule  your  own  faults 
through  indiscretion?  Ifit  ever  hap¬ 
pen  that  you  speak  of  them,  is  it 
not  with  palliation  which  entikcly  ex¬ 
cuses  them  ?  Perhaps  the  person 
you  censure  is  of  that  sex,  whom 
not  to  praise  is  unbecoming,  whose 
modesty  ought  to  be  more  conspicu¬ 
ous  than  the  ornaments  they  wear  ; 
and  whose  reputation  is  wounded  by 
the  slightest  breath  of  calumny.  Per¬ 
haps  it  is  a  person  consecrated  to 
God  and  established  in  tiie  church 
whom  you  censure,  who,  engaged 
by  the  sanctity  of  his  vocation  to 
,  more  pure  and  exemplary  man¬ 
ners,  finds  himself  dishonored  by 
censure  which  would  not  aficct  the 
reputation  of  the  persons  of  the 
world.  Tne  Lord  ciirsetii  tliose 
who  meddle  with  his  children,  who 
toucheth  you,  toucheth  the  apple  of 
my  eye  neverthedess  the  world 
think  themselves  priviledged  to  cen¬ 
sure  the  failings  of  the  Christian,  if 
not  in  public  they  v/ill  whisper  it  to 

a  few  iViends,  thev  in  their  turn 
•  ^ 

whisperlt,  and  after  a  while  it  bursts 
fortli  like'  a  fire,  which  was  but  a 
apark  at  first,  but  by  gathering  fresh 
fuel  from  every  quarter,  carries  de- 
ttraction  in  its  course.  Can  ybu  re¬ 
pair  llic  injury?  No,  and  perhaps 
the  scandal  was  some  malicious  fan¬ 
cy  at  first,  and  passing  through  so 
many  mouths  is  so  altered,  you  no 
longer  recognise  it  as  your  own, 
yet  you  arc  the  guilty  person,  the 
ains  of  u  wholo  people  are  yours,  and 
you  have  done  what  you  could  to 
perauado  the  world  that  ali  t.hosc 
who  appear  to  bo  g^jocl  who.n  nar¬ 
rowly  exarntned,  are  like  the  res:  of 


I  the  world,  and  that  real  goodness 
I  docs  not  exist.  It  is  true  our  con- 
I  versaiion  is  not  always  such  as  it 
ouglit  to  be.  We  hold  out  to  the 
world  examples  of  pride,  of  negli¬ 
gence,  of  cunning,  of  prejudice, 
which  our  dearest  friends  are  afraid 
to  hint  to  us  ;  and  of  looking  at  those 
pleasures  witli  a  pleased  counte¬ 
nance  which  cur  profession  forbids 
us  to  practice  ;  sins  against  which 
wc  should  struggle,  and  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  for  the  world  to  honor  a  charac¬ 
ter  wx  ourselves  disgrace,  but  this 
ought  to  be  the  subject  of  your  pray¬ 
ers,  of  your  tears.  The  most  dread¬ 
ful  scourge  with  M^hich  God  afflicts 
a  people  is  in  not  raising  up  faith¬ 
ful  children  for  whose  sake  he  will 
preserve  a  land.  Shall  wc  then 
take  pleasure  in  exposing  those 
faults  which  for  our  own  sakes,  we- 
ought  to  wish  annihilation.  Ah,  my 
brethren,  the  just  on  the  earth*  are 
like  holy;  arks  in  the  midst  of  which 
the  Lord  dw^elleth,  they  may  stag¬ 
ger  in  their  walk,  for  the  purest 
virtue  has  its  spots,  but  the  Lord  is 
incenced,  wlien  impure  hands  like 
those  of  Uzzah,  shall  venture  to  set 
them  right,  and  altho’ he  does  not 
strike  them  with  immediate  death,, 
he  marks  on  their  foreheads  the 
stamp  of  his  disapprobation  :  per¬ 
haps  of  reprobation.  Such  is  the 
allusion  of  the  pretext  w'hich  you 
draw  from  the  lightness  of  your 
scandals,  the  motives  are  never  in¬ 
nocent  ;  the  circumstances  always 
criminal  ;  the  consequences  irre¬ 
parable.  .  jla^siilon. 


A  NOTonious  robber  in  the 
South  part  of  Scotland,  called  John 
of  the  Store,  who  for  many  years 
having  driven  that  woeful  trade,  did. 
one  day  rirncountera  poor  man  ti-a- 
velling  with  two  horses,  which  ac- 
conling  to  his  custom  he  took  a- 
wuy.  The  i>oor  countryman  fiJI- 
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ing  down  on  his  knees,  did  earnest¬ 
ly  beg,  that  for  Jesus  Christ’s  sake 
he  would  return  him  one  again,  for 
he  had  no  other  means  qf  support¬ 
ing  his  poor  family,  but  what  he 
could  gain  by  them ;  but  it  was  in 
vain.  He  took  them  home  leaving 
the  poor  man  in  that  desolate  con¬ 
dition  :  but  soon  after,  he  became 
melancholy,  could  get  no  rest  or 
quiet,  not  knowing  the  cause,  but  as 
he  professed  those  words  which  the 
poor  man  had  spoke  to  him  (though 
he  was  such  an  ignorant  Atheist,  he 
understood  not  what  the  poor  man 
meant  when  he  spoke  of  Clirist) 
were  lying  like  a  heavy  weight  up¬ 
on  his  spirits,  and  whilst  he  was 
sought  after  for  his  robberies,  he 
desired  his  son  to  keep  out  of  the 
way  ;  for  he  could  not,  there  being 
a  restraint  upon  him,  and  something 
within  him  that  in  a  sort,  bound 
him  from  going  out  of  the  way. 
Accordingly  he  was  apprehended 
and  brought  to  Edinburgh,  put  in 
prison  and  condemned  to  die.  Up¬ 
on  which  a  Godlv  Minister,  ]Mr. 

•  ^  * 

Henry  Blyth,  with  a  Christian 
gentleman,  William  Cunningham, 
made  him  a  visit,  holding  forth  his 
miserable  state  and  the  hazard  of 
his  soul,  exhorted  him  to  fly  to 
Jesus  Christ,  he  suddenly  broke 
out,  O  what  word  is  that !  for  it 
hath  been  my  death  :  That  is  the 
word  which  hath  lain  upon  my 
heart,  since  the  poor  man  spoke  it 
to.  me  ;  so  I  had  no  power  from 
that  time  to  go  out  of  the  way.  And 
after  being  told  who  Jesus  Christ 
was,  without  v/hom  he  could  not  be 
saved,  he  cried  :  O  will  he  ever 
look  on  me  !  an  1  shew  mercy  to 
one  that  for  his.  sake  would  not  shew 
mercy  to  the  poor  man  and  give 
him  back  his  horse  !  but  after  fur¬ 
ther  instruction,  he  manifested  a 
most  real  and  gracious  change  ;  he 
gave  most  convincing  evidence  of 
the  reality  thereof,  attained  to  great 
assurance,  and  before  his  death  and 


upon,  the  scaffold,  in  the  public 
streets  wliere  he  was  executed,  he 
spake  so  wonderfully  of  the  Lord’s 
dealings  with  him,  with  such  knowl¬ 
edge  and  judgment,  as  left  a  con¬ 
viction  on  all  present,  and  forced 
them  to  see  a  truth,  a  reality  in  tlie 
grace  of  God. 

Fleming^  on  the  Scriptures . 


Proof  of  the  truth  of  Christianity^ 
from  its  i^anifest  sulieriority  to 
the  highest  productions  of  Human 
irisdom. 

CiiniSTiANiTY  is  not  satisfied 
witii  ])r()ducing  merely  the  specious 
guise  ol  virtue.  S!ie  requires  lh« 
sui)stantial  reality,  which  may  stand 
the  scrutiiiizing  eve  of  tliat  IU‘ini>-, 
who  searches  tlie  heart.”'  Mean¬ 
ing  therefore  that  the  Christian 
sho.uld  live  and  brcatli  in  the  atmos¬ 
phere,  as  it  were,  of  benevolence  ; 

slie  forbids  wiratever  mav  tend  to 

0 

obstruct  its  diffusion,  or  vitiate  its 
purity.  It  is  on  this  principle,  that 
emulation  is  forbidden  ;  for  besides 
that  this  passion  almost  always  de¬ 
generates  into  envy,  and  that  it  de¬ 
rives  its  origin  chiefly  from  pride, 
and  a  desire  of  self  exaltation.  How. 
can  we  easily  love  our  neighbour  as 
ourselves,  if  wc  consider  him  at  the 
same  time  as  our  rival,  and  arc  in¬ 
tent  upon  surpassing  him  in  the 
pursuit  of  whatever  is  the  subject  of 
competition  ? 

Ch.risti.vxity  again  teaclics  us 
not  to  set  our  hearts  on  worldly  pos¬ 
sessions  and  earthly  honours  ;  and 
thereby  provides  for  onr  really  lov¬ 
ing,  or  even  cordially  forgiving 
those,  who  have  been  more  sintccss- 
fill  than  ourselves  in  the  attainment 
of  them,  or  who  have  even  design- 
ediy  thwarted  us  in  tlic  pursuit. 


Poetry. 


‘‘  Let  the  rich,’’  says  the  apostle, 
rejoice  in  that  he  is  brought  low/’ 
How  can  lie,  w  lio  means  to  attempt 
ill  any  degree  to  obey  this  precept, 
be  irreconcileable  towards  any  wlio 
may  have  been  instrumental  in  his 
depression  ? 


I 


I 


CiiKisTiANiTY  also  teaclics  us 
not  to  prize  human  estimation  at  a 
very  higli  rate  ;  and  tliereby  pro¬ 
vides  lor  the  jiractice  of  her  injunc¬ 
tion,  to  love  Irom  the  heart  those, 
who  justly,  or  unjustly,  may  have 
attacked  our  reputation,  or  injured 
our  character,  iihe  commands  not 
the  show,  but  the  reality  of  meek¬ 
ness  and  gentleness  ;  and  by  tluis 
taking  away  the  aliment  of  anger, 
and  the  fomentcr  of  discord,  she 
provides  for  the  maintenance  of 
peace,  and  the  restoration  of  good 
temper  among  men,  wlTen  it  may 
hive  sustained  a  temporary  inter¬ 
ruption. 


i 


It  is  another  capital  excellence  of 
thristianitv,  that  she  values  mcral 
attainments  at  a  far  higher  rate  than 
intellectual  acquisitions,  and  pro¬ 
poses  to  coi;duct  her  followers  to 
the  heights  of  virtue,  ratlier  than  of 
knowledge.  On  the  contrary,  most 
of  the  false  religious  systems,  wdiici; 
Iiavc  prevailed  in  the  vvorld,  have 
proposed  to  reward  tli6  labor  of  their 
vtitary,  by  drawing  aside  the  veil 
wliicli  concealed  fiom  ll:e  vulgar 
eve  their  hidden  Miivsterics,  and  bv 
introducing  him  to  the  know'ledge 
oftlieir  deeper  and  hidden  myste¬ 
ries. 


This  eminently  the  care  in  the 
Hindoo,  and  in  the  Mahometan  re¬ 
ligion,  in  iliat  of  China,  and,  for 
t!ie  most  part,  in  tl.c  various  niodi- 
ficalions  of  ancient  paganism.  On 
systems  w  Inch  i>roceed  on  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  it  is  obvious  that  the  bulk  cf 
ihankiud  (  an  Jieverinake  any  great 
I  l>rofiaiencv.  ri.ei  e  was  actor 
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ly  among  the  nations  of  antiquity, 
one  system,  whatever  it  was,  for 
the  learned,  and  another. for  the  iL 
literate.  Many  of  the  philosophei  s 
spoke  out,  and  professed  to  keep 
the  lower  orders  in  ignorance,  for 
the  general  good  ;  plainly  suggest¬ 
ing  that. the  bulk  of  mankind  was  to 
be  considered  as  almost  of  an  infe¬ 
rior  species.  Arist(*tle  himself 
countenanced  this  opinion.  An  op¬ 
posite  mode  of  proceeding  natural¬ 
ly  belongs  to  cliristianity,  which 
w  ithout  distinction,  professes  ‘  an 
equal  regard  for  all  human  beings,’ 
and  w  hich  was  characterized  bv  its 

a 

first  promulgator,  as  tlic  messenger 
of Glad  tidings  to  the  poor.” 

Wilberforcc^  Practical  Vinv'. 


On  GoiVs  Cmniyirescnce. 

j 

Great  God  thy  presence  fills  al! 
space, 

From  thee  I  cannot  flee, 
Where’er  I  lock  I  see  tliy  face 
Forever  fix’d  on  me. 


If  I  ascend  to  heav’en  above, 

I  see,  tiiee  on  thv  throne, 

¥ 

Angelic  armies  fill’d  with  love 
Thee  us  their  sov’reign  ovvn. 


Low  at  tliv  feet  thev  cast  their 
crowns, 

And  faces  veil, with  wings, 

Thy  name  on  ev’i  y  harp  resounds 
Thro’  all  the  trcmbluig  strings/ 


Adoring  saints  around  th.e  stand, 
And  see  thy  blisslui  face, 

V/itli  joy  each  Ijcpp}*  i.earl  expands 
And  sii.’ivs  redeciAiLi<^  grace. 

O  w  w 


If  I  descend  to  lielllciow 
And  view  ihiA  lioed  of  tire, 
Wl'ore  devils  redl  ia  tUidlcss  woe- 
ilcnealh  thv  drc«d^*ul  ire- 
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Poetry, 


Thine  a-svfull>ow’risthere display’d,  |  Proclaims  a  great  Almighty  power 
.  rr-.!  •  _  ^1 _ :  _ _ _  I  ■  1  .  .  /  *  .  * 


Thy  justice  thcie  is  seen, 

And  mercy  in  bright  robes  array’d. 
Can  never  intervene. 

If  mounted  on  tbe  morning  wing, 

,  The  wat^'y  n  orld  I  trace, 

That  awful  hand  w  hose  pow’r  I  sing, 
Would  guide  me  through  the 
race. 

Should  Ibeneath  the  midnight  shade, 

.  Attempt  tny  crimes  to  veil, 

A  blase  of  light  would  soon  pervade, 
And  all  iny  thoughts  reveal. 

The  sun  whose  ^nial  fires  are  shed, 
On  worlds  which  round  him  roll, 
Proclaims  the  hand  that  first  him 
made, 

And  now  supports  the  whole. 

The  moon  that  shines  w  ith  borrow’d 
light, 

And  sheds  her  beams  below,. 

The  stars  that  twinkle  in  the  night. 
Thy  pow  'r  and  glory  show. 

Where’er  I  turn  my  wandering  eye. 
Thy  power  and  w  isdom  shine. 
Each  work  proclaims  a  God  is  nigh. 
Whose  hand  is  all  divine. 

The  meadows  dress’d  in  rich  array, 

.  The  fields  in  cheerful  green, 

The  com  its  spreading  spires  dis-  I 
play,  . 

A  hand  that  is  unseen. 

I  see  thee  in  the  \vaving  trees, 

And  in  the  op’ning  glade, 

I  meet  thee  in  the  cooling  breeze, 
And  in  the  woodland  shade. 


Who  formed  it  with  his  hand. 

I  When  with  thy  saints  thy  courts 
tread, 

And  act  the  sacred  part,  , 

Thine  ear  hears  eVVy  word  that's 
said, 

Thine  eye  views  evVy  heart. 

Which,  way  I  walk,  which  way  I 
tread, 

I'm  open  to  thine  eye,  .  . 

When.  I  lie  slumbering  on  my  bed, 

Thcii  Lord  art  ever  nigh. 

My  thoughts  before  they  are  my 
own, 

Are  naked  in  thy  sight. 

Thine  eye  beholds  them  from  thy 
throne, 

And  will  them  bring  to  light. 

When  Christ  his  awful  seat  shall  fill, 

And  worlds  before  him  stand, 

My  secret  thoughts  he  will  reveal, 

To  all  th'  assembled  band. 

Since  I  am  open  to  the  sight 

Of  thy  all-piercing  eye, 

Since  thou  wilt  judge  my  heart  a* 
right. 

And  all  niy  actions  try. 


O  may  I  ever  see  thy  hand, 

And  ever  view  thee  near, 

I  And  when  I  wake  or  sleep  or  stand, 
Tleinemb^'r  GOD  is  hekf,. 


The  summer  cloud  whose  copious  | 
showxr,  '  I 

Refresh  the  thirsty  land,  j 
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